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REINTRODUCTION OF THE GIFT OF
LIFE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL
ACT OF 1995

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 26, 1995

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today I take great
pride in reintroducing the Gift of Life Congres-
sional Medal Act of 1995 along with our col-
leagues FLOYD SPENCE, JOE MOAKLEY, JAMES
WALSH, GERALD KLECZKA, NANCY PELOSI,
KAREN THURMAN, GEORGE BROWN, RANDY
CUNNINGHAM, MARTIN FROST, and VICTOR
FRAZER. I believe the enactment of this legisla-
tion will not only honor the individual organ
donor and their loved ones, but will also
heighten the awareness of the organ short-
age—ultimately resulting in more organ dona-
tion.

Despite the numerous problems that organ
donation programs have faced and conquered
over the years, a major problem still exists—
an undersupply of available and suitable organ
donors.

Currently, there are 40,000 individuals wait-
ing for an organ transplant in the United
States. A new name is added to the national
patient waiting list approximately every 18
minutes. Last year alone, more than 3,000
adults and children died while waiting for an
organ. Just yesterday, approximately eight in-
dividuals, suitable for a transplant operation,
died while waiting for a transplantation.

The demand for organs will continue to
grow with the improvement of medical tech-
nologies, and without expanded efforts to in-
crease the supply of organ donation, the sup-
ply of suitable organs will continue to lag be-
hind the need.

According to some researchers, it may be
possible to increase by 80 percent the number
of organ donations in the United States
through incentive programs and public edu-
cation. A congressional medal recognizing do-
nors and their families can play a very impor-
tant and effective role in our efforts to encour-
age such donation.

Our proposed Gift of Life Medal Program
will be administered by regional organ pro-
curement organizations (OPOs) and managed
by the entity administering the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network. Once the
very difficult decision to donate an organ has
been made, the donor or the family member of
the donor will be asked by the regional OPO
whether participation in the Gift of Life Medal
Program is desired. The OPO will give each
donor or family of the donor the option of re-
ceiving a Gift of Life Medal, recognizing that
some donors and families may not want to
participate. If the donor or the family of a
donor requests, a public presentation will be
made to honor the donor. A presentation by a
local official, community leader or Member of
Congress would be a tremendous opportunity
to increase the awareness concerning the
desperate need for organ donation.

Every action has been taken to insure that
the issuance of the Gift of Life Medals results
in no net cost to the Government. In addition,
I am proud to report that the legislation has
the strong support of the United Network for
Organ Sharing (UNOS) and the National Kid-
ney Foundation.

It is with great pleasure that I ask our col-
leagues to join with us as cosponsors of the
Gift of Life Congressional Medal Act of 1995
and recognize the enormous faith and courage
displayed by organ donors and their families.
They offer others a second chance by provid-
ing the most precious gift imaginable—the gift
of life.

H.R.—
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gift of Life
Congressional Medal Act of 1995’’.
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL.

The Secretary of the Treasury shall design
and strike a bronze medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, to
commemorate organ donors and their fami-
lies.
SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any organ donor, or the
family of any organ donor, shall be eligible
for a medal described in section 2.

(b) DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall direct the
entity holding the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network (hereafter in this
Act referred to as ‘‘OPTN’’) to contract to—

(1) establish an application procedure re-
quiring the relevant organ procurement or-
ganization, as described in section 371(b)(1)
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
273(b)(1)), through which an individual or
their family made an organ donation, to sub-
mit to the OPTN contractor documentation
supporting the eligibility of that individual
or their family to receive a medal described
in section 2; and

(2) determine, through the documentation
provided, and, if necessary, independent in-
vestigation, whether the individual or family
is eligible to receive a medal described in
section 2.
SEC. 4. PRESENTATION.

(a) DELIVERY TO THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall deliver medals struck pursu-
ant to this Act to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

(b) DELIVERY TO ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall direct the OPTN contractor to arrange
for the presentation to the relevant organ
procurement organization all medals struck
pursuant to this Act to individuals or fami-
lies that, in accordance with section 3, the
OPTN contractor has determined to be eligi-
ble to receive medals under this Act.

(c) LIMITATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), only 1 medal may be presented
to a family under subsection (b).

(2) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a family in
which more than 1 member is an organ
donor, the OPTN contractor may present an
additional medal to each such organ donor or
their family.
SEC. 5. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services or the OPTN contractor

may provide duplicates of the medal de-
scribed in section 2 to any recipient of a
medal under section 4(b), under such regula-
tions as the Secretary of Health and Human
Services may issue.

(b) LIMITATION.—The price of a duplicate
medal shall be sufficient to cover the cost of
such duplicates.

SEC. 6. NATIONAL MEDALS.

The medals struck pursuant to this Act are
national medals for purposes of section 5111
of title 31, United States Code.

SEC. 7. GENERAL WAIVER OF PROCUREMENT
REGULATIONS.

No provision of law governing procurement
or public contracts shall be applicable to the
procurement of goods or services necessary
for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 8. SOLICITATION OF DONATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may enter into an agreement with
the OPTN contractor to collect funds to off-
set expenditures relating to the issuance of
medals authorized under this Act.

(b) PAYMENT OF FUNDS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), all funds received by the
Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network under subsection (a) shall be
promptly paid by the Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Network to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

(2) LIMITATION.—Not more than 5 percent
of any funds received under subsection (a)
shall be used to pay administrative costs in-
curred by the OPTN contractor as a result of
an agreement established under this section.

(c) NUMISMATIC PUBLIC ENTERPRISE FUND.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law—

(1) all amounts received by the Secretary
of the Treasury under subsection (b)(1) shall
be deposited in the Numismatic Public En-
terprise Fund, as described in section 5134 of
title 31, United States Code; and

(2) the Secretary of the Treasury shall
charge such fund with all expenditures relat-
ing to the issuance of medals authorized
under this Act.

(d) START-UP COSTS.—A 1-time amount not
to exceed $55,000 shall be provided to the
OPTN contractor to cover initial start-up
costs. The amount will be paid back in full
within 3 years of the date of the enactment
of this Act from funds received under sub-
section (a).

(e) NO NET COST TO THE GOVERNMENT.—The
Secretary of the Treasury shall take all ac-
tions necessary to ensure that the issuance
of medals authorized under section 2 results
in no net cost to the Government.

SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act—
(1) the term ‘‘organ’’ means the human

kidney, liver, heart, lung, pancreas, and any
other human organ (other than corneas and
eyes) specified by regulation of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services or the
OPTN contractor; and

(2) the term ‘‘Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network’’ means the Organ
Procurement and Transplantation Network
established under section 372 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 274).
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TRIBUTE TO BILL MILANO

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to Bill Milano of Pitts-
burg, CA, who was honored by his brothers
and sisters in the labor community and the city
of Pittsburg last Saturday, October, 14, 1995,
when the United Steelworkers Union Local
1440 renamed its union hall for him, their
founder and distinguished leader.

First and always, Bill Milano is a union man
who grew up in the coal mines of Kansas and
moved west to work in the steel mills of Pitts-
burg, CA. He is the very heart and soul of the
United Steelworkers Local 1440, having
served in every possible capacity for over 50
years. Even in retirement, he is a constant
source of pride, enthusiasm, and inspiration
for his fellow union members.

Not only is Bill Milano a leader in union
halls, he has also served his community with
distinction and honor as a former member of
the Pittsburg City Council, founder and mem-
ber of the Pittsburg Boys club, and service to
the Pittsburg Red Cross, Pittsburg Community
Hospital, Contra Costa Park and Recreational
Council, Pittsburg Schools PTA organizations,
Pittsburg Lions Club, Boy Scout troops, Amer-
ican Cancer Society and many, many more
community service organizations. His long-
time support of Ducks Unlimited and his keen
interest in hunting is legendary among his
family and friends.

I grew up hearing about Bill Milano from my
father and how he organized local party poli-
tics in Pittsburg at a time when only shoe
leather and hard work got your people elected
to office. Bill Milano supported my father in his
campaigns for the California State Senate, as
well as my elections to the U.S. House of
Representatives. He has been a friend of our
family for three generations, and I am proud to
call Bill Milano my friend.

I would like to share with my colleagues the
attached article from the Ledger Dispatch,
Wednesday, October 4, 1995, ‘‘Bid for Better
Life Lead to Long Union Career.’’

[From the Ledger Dispatch, Oct. 4, 1995]
BID FOR BETTER LIFE LED TO LONG UNION

CAREER

(By Sam Richards)
PITTSBURG, CA.—Bill Milano came to

Pittsburg on a freight train in 1939, looking
for a better life for his family.

Now, almost two decades after retiring
from his job as financial secretary of United
Steelworkers Local 1440, Milano will have his
name attached to the Steelworkers’ building
in Cumberland Street.

For a guy who has spent the past 53 years
either working or volunteering at the union
hall, a guy who helped oversee tremendous
growth of the local during World War II, and
then saw the union shrink again as local
steel employment declined . . . is this honor
a surprise?

Yes, in a way, the 82-year-old Milano said.
‘‘I’ve been retired 17 years and they’ve

never done a damn thing to honor me,’’ said
Milano, with a smile on his face. ‘‘But I
never really pursued that anyway.’’

Milano’s time has finally come. Local 1440
will formally rename their building after
Milano at a ceremony Oct. 14 at the building,
677 Cumberland Ave. Everyone is invited to

attend that, and a reception following at the
Marina Clubhouse, 31 Marina Blvd.

‘‘This isn’t just any man . . . this is the
man,’’ said Rose Cavallaro, office secretary
for Local 1440 since 1959. ‘‘He’s the ‘god-
father’ of the local union; he’s the one who
got the union going.’’

Milano grew up in Kansas, and was work-
ing in the coal mines there in strip mine
shafts and driving a steam locomotive shuf-
fling coal hopper cars. But he wanted some-
thing better for his family.

‘‘The coal mines just weren’t working too
good,’’ he said. ‘‘We’d heard a lot about Cali-
fornia, so we went to California.’’

Without enough money to take a passenger
train, Milano and a friend hopped a Frisco
Railway freight train near Cherokee, Kan.,
Aug. 14, 1939. A week later, they arrived in
Pittsburg on a Santa Fe freight train. With-
in days, both were working at the Columbia
Steel Co. mill, Milano as a ‘‘reeler’’ putting
steel wire onto reels to be galvanized.

Also, Milano found the local union office
quickly.

‘‘I’d had ‘union’ drilled into me by my dad
and everyone around me for years,’’ Milano
said. ‘‘The first thing I did was go down to
the union.’’

In 1942, he was elected 1440’s financial sec-
retary, a post he held until 1979. During that
time, he saw the union change from the
Steelworkers Organizing Committee to the
United Steelworkers Union of America.
Milano also oversaw wartime expansion at
Columbia Steel swell union membership
from about 265 to more than 4,000.

Milano also plunged into community in-
volvement in Pittsburg. He served on the
City Council from 1944 until 1952, helped
found the Pittsburg Boys Club (the prede-
cessor of the East County Boys and Girls
Club), was a secretary for the Contra Costa
Grand Jury and numerous other civic, frater-
nal and local school activities.

His wife, Virginia died in 1990. And the
USS–POSCO Industries plant in Pittsburg
employees number fewer than 1,000 people
now. But he is still involved with Local 1440
activities.

‘‘Anytime there’s something wrong here
down at the union, Bill gets involved,’’ said
Carl Meilicke, 43, a former U.S. Steel em-
ployee in Pittsburg. ‘‘He started the union,
and he knows more about it than anyone.’’

The union hall opened in the 1940s. It al-
most didn’t outlast Milano, because the city
had wanted to knock it down as part of rede-
velopment in 1992.

As it was. The Village at New York Land-
ing housing tract was literally built around
the union hall, which also includes the Union
Club tavern.

‘‘If you start pushing us, we’ll get the
whole rank and file coming after you’’
Cavallaro said. ‘‘We’re never going to leave
this building now.’’

Still a hunter and fisherman, Milano gave
up abalone diving only two years ago. But he
hasn’t given up being involved in politics; in
keeping with union tradition, he’s supported,
almost exclusively, Democrats over the
years. This includes three generations of
George Millers, including. Assembly can-
didate George Miller IV . . . sort of.

‘‘I know him and I’m friends with Tom
Torlakson (Miller’s election opponent),’’
Milano said. ‘‘I told them, ‘Whoever wins the
primary, I’ll put my full weight behind
you.’ ’’

Tickets to the Bill Milano Building’s dedi-
cation are $10 each, and are available by call
432–7396.

A POINT-OF-LIGHT FOR ALL
AMERICANS: JOSEPH FRANCOIS

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Joseph Francois, an individual who has tire-
lessly dedicated his life to making our society
better. This individual is directly responsible
for community enhancement efforts that im-
pact education, social/human services and
health care. His vision, sincerity and com-
petence have resulted in the writing of winning
grant proposals and valuable research studies
that empower the community. Mr. Joseph
Francois is a great ‘‘Point-of-Light’’ whose
work must not go unappreciated or unnoticed.

Since 1978, Mr. Francois has been chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Brownsville Community
Development Corporation. He is also the
project director of the Brownsville Multi-Serv-
ice Family Health Center, responsible for the
overall management of a comprehensive
health facility. He is responsible for proposal
writing, financial and budgetary conditions of
the corporation, and is in the process of devel-
oping an alcoholism outpatient clinic and half-
way house. Joseph Francois is also planning
the creation of a birthing center.

Throughout the years, Joseph Francois has
worked diligently in top positions that he found
to be beneficial to his community. He was per-
sonnel director of the New York City Board of
Education, Community School District No. 23.
As such, he was responsible for the employ-
ment of all pedagogical and administrative
staff necessary for the operation of elementary
and junior high schools in district No. 23.

Mr. Francois served as a program analyst,
responsible to the New York State Minority
Leader for the analysis and evaluation of prob-
lems facing New York City and State. Recent
publications on which he served as chief ana-
lyst included ‘‘Study of Men’s Shelter,’’ and a
study of anti-poverty programs entitled ‘‘Serv-
ing the Poor,’’ which was nominated for an
award for outstanding legislative research and
was jointly recommended by the then city
council president, Carol Bellamy.

Mr. Francois also served as director of oper-
ations for Wildcat Service Corporation in New
York City where he was responsible for the
overall management of more than 350 em-
ployees. His primary area of expertise is evi-
dent by his effort in creating the first health
group in the city where community and hos-
pital leaders jointly planned to coordinate
health needs for the community with a private
hospital in Brooklyn. There he acted in the ca-
pacity of chairman of the board. In 1969, this
group was known as the Brownsville
Brookdale Health Coalition. Mr. Francois was
affiliated with the Mayor’s Organization Task
Force for Comprehensive Health Planning. He
also headed the Anti-Poverty Program for
Brownsville which planned and devised pro-
grams which assisted the community in receiv-
ing grants from the National Institute for Men-
tal Health [NIMH] to run demographic studies
relevant to community needs. He is a past
member of the New York City Council Against
Poverty.

Mr. Speaker, Joseph Francois is truly a
‘‘Renaissance Man’’ whose interests and
deeds extend to all critical areas of community
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survival and development. Mr. Francois has
never hesitated to speak out and fight against
political abuse and corruption. In 1982, Joseph
Francois personally drove nonstop from New
York City to Albany to deliver legal briefs to
the New York State Court of Appeals in the
case where the Kings County political machine
plotted to rob congressional candidate MAJOR
OWENS of a Democratic Party primary election
victory. His heroic ride to meet the filing dead-
line resulted in the declaration by the State’s
highest court that MAJOR OWENS was unques-
tionably the winner of that 1982 election.

Along with Mr. Francois’ dedication to his
community, in addition to his traditional edu-
cational achievements, he completed 4 years
of theological training and was ordained a
Deacon by the Diocese of Brooklyn and
Queens.

Married and a resident of Brooklyn, NY, Jo-
seph Francois’ distinguished life marks one of
dedication to community, to God, and to fam-
ily. Undoubtedly, his input in New York State
legislative policy, outstanding research, and
effective design of programs have improved
the overall quality of life for many children,
men, women, and families. Joseph Francois is
a great ‘‘Point-of-Light,’’ not only for the peo-
ple of his New York community, but for all of
the people of America.
f

ANNIVERSARY OF THE KILLING
OF LEON KLINGHOFFER

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, it has been 10
years since a band of terrorists hijacked the
Achille Lauro cruise ship, holding the crew and
passengers hostage for several days.

It has also been 10 years since these mur-
derous terrorists shot to death Leon
Klinghoffer, a wheelchair-bound American citi-
zen, and threw his body and his wheelchair
overboard. This hijacking and murder stunned
all of us, and showed us—in no uncertain
terms—that terrorism threatens all Americans.

In the decade since the Achille Lauro inci-
dent, we have seen many more incidents of
terrorism around the world and in this country.
Each incident underscores that we need to
pass tough antiterrorism legislation. We can-
not tolerate the terrible and cowardly acts of
violence that have rocked the United States
and the world. It is time to close the door on
terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, Leon Klinghoffer’s death was a
horrible tragedy. And now, a decade later, it is
clear that we have not done enough to stop
terrorism. We must do more to ensure that no
other families face the tragedy that Mr.
Klinghoffer faced 10 years ago. We must pass
tough antiterrorism legislation.
f

JACK LASKOWSKI, A TRUE
LEADER

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, many of us know
how important the labor movement has been

for the improvement of working conditions and
fair compensation for millions of Americans.
None of this would have happened if it had
not been for tireless, visionary individuals who
were willing to work on behalf of their cowork-
ers. Jack Laskowski, the current director of
UAW region 1D, has been such an individual
who is being honored for his dedication at a
retirement party this Friday.

Jack has been a member of UAW Local 362
since 1958 when he started to work at Gen-
eral Motors’ CPC Powertrain plant in Bay City.
He followed on the traditions established by
his father, Walter ‘‘Bullet’’ Laskowski, who took
part in the UAW’s first strike at the Chevrolet
plant in Bay City in 1936, which led to the for-
mation of Local 362.

Since 1958, Jack has served as a member
of the bargaining committee, chaired by his fa-
ther. He also was a benefit plans representa-
tive and editor of the local paper until he
joined the staff of the international union. Jack
served on the staff of 1D since 1971, and then
became the assistant director in June 1986,
and finally director on June 17, 1992. He has
been a vital component of labor’s presence in
Saginaw, Bay City, and the northern portion of
Michigan’s lower peninsula.

Jack’s involvement in matters affecting peo-
ple extend beyond his activities in the UAW.
He has served as a member of organizations
like the NAACP and the Coalition of Labor
Union Women. He served a 3-year term as a
city commissioner of Bay City. He has
throughout his adult life been active in the
Democratic Party, including his current mem-
bership of the Kent County Democratic Party
executive committee.

He and his wife Sally also raised three won-
derful sons, Greg, Tim, and Mike, who have
become a bilingual special education teacher,
a director of labor at Occupational Health
Care, and another generation of GM worker
and member of UAW Local 2031, respectively.

I have had the good fortune to know Jack
personally for many years. I consider him to
be a friend, a capable advisor, and someone
I am proud to know. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of a career of devotion and a lifetime of
leadership, I urge you and all of our col-
leagues to join me in wishing Jack Laskowski
a happy, and well-deserved retirement from
his years with the United Auto Workers.

f

TRIBUTE TO MOTHER MARTHA
OVERALL

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mother Martha Overall, who was
honored for her tireless contributions in the
service of the community on October 6 at the
1995 St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood
Center’s dinner dance, in the South Bronx.

Mother Overall is one of eight individuals
who were recognized for their remarkable suc-
cess in helping rehabilitate individuals who
had been struggling with substance abuse.
The rehabilitation program is being imple-
mented at St. Benedict the Moor Neighbor-
hood Center.

A native New Yorker, Mother Overall fin-
ished law school at New York University. Soon

she was helping tenants and providing volun-
teer legal services for the improvement of resi-
dential buildings.

While taking care of an ailing brother who
died from AIDS, she was called to the priest-
hood. She received a master’s in divinity from
Union Theological Seminary. Mother Overall
was ordained at the Cathedral of St. John The
Divine and began working at St. Ann’s Epis-
copal Church, next door to St. Benedict the
Moor.

In her public and private life, she has never
given up the commitment to help those who
need her. Mother Overall became the mother
of her godson Joey Daniel Spearman II, after
his biological mother died from breast cancer.
Her dedication to the community has gained
her the admiration and respect of all of us in
the South Bronx.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mother Overall for her immense
love and devotion in helping those who are
the least fortunate among us.
f

LEGISLATION TO ENCOURAGE
FRANCE TO HALT NUCLEAR
TESTING

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

that Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA and Con-
gressman STARK have joined me in introduc-
ing legislation today to encourage the French
Government to stop exploding nuclear test de-
vices. Despite an international nuclear testing
moratorium in effect since 1992 and the im-
portant progress made by the permanent ex-
tension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty, France has detonated two nuclear test de-
vices at its facilities in the South Pacific. Addi-
tional tests are planned.

This legislation is very straightforward: Until
France’s nuclear tests stop, the bill makes im-
porting France’s celebrated Beaujolais wine
more expensive in the United States and
therefore less palatable to American consum-
ers.

As this year’s ripe French grapes are
pressed into another vintage of France’s
prized Beaujolais wine, French nuclear testing
in the South Pacific is reaping a bitter harvest:
A harvest of worldwide criticism, protest, and
censure. We are sending France a clear and
simply message: To paraphrase Ernest and
Julio Gallo ‘‘You will sell no wine during test-
ing time.’’

The bill increases the current import fee on
Beaujolais by 800 percent. All France needs
to do to stop this year’s Beaujolais from going
down the tubes is to stop testing nuclear
weapons.

The French Government has pledged to
sign a comprehensive test ban next year that
will outlaw all future nuclear test explosions.
President Chirac recently has said that France
will shorten its planned series of test explo-
sions in the South Pacific. In addition, last Fri-
day, France promised to sign the South Pa-
cific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty by the first half
of 1996. These steps are encouraging. How-
ever, France should take them now instead of
making promises while continuing to blow up
nuclear test devices on fragile coral reefs in
the middle of the ocean.
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France’s underground nuclear test explo-

sions at these reefs produce radioactive mate-
rials that will, over time, leak into the sur-
rounding environment. In fact, scientific stud-
ies conducted in the area around the test site
have found evidence that this is already occur-
ring. In 1987, marine researcher Jacques
Cousteau examined the reefs and collected
water samples. In his report, Cousteau indi-
cated that the water samples contained con-
centrations of the radioactive isotope cesium-
134. Cousteau also noted that reefs are the
‘‘worst possible choice’ for locating a test site
because of the potential for leakage of radio-
active contamination.

In addition to environmental damage,
French nuclear testing also severely under-
mines ongoing efforts to conclude a CTB out-
lawing all tests for all time. French testing
slows the momentum toward global nuclear
disarmament which was achieved at the U.N.
conference permanently extending the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty.

I am pleased that Congressman
FALEOMAVAEGA and Congressman STARK have
joined me in this effort, and I hope that France
listens to the message we are sending today
and stops testing immediately.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SONNY BONO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. BONO. Mr. Speaker, on October 12,
1995, I was unavoidably delayed and missed
rollcall vote No. 713, final passage of the Om-
nibus Civilian Science Authorization Act of
1995, H.R. 2405. If I were present, I would
have voted ‘‘aye,’’ in support of final passage.

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN T. AND
LORRAINE HEDRICH

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor John T. and Lorraine Hedrich as they
are recognized for their vast contribution to
polka and the State of Michigan. John and
Lorraine were inducted into the State of Michi-
gan Polka Music Hall of Fame on Sunday, Oc-
tober 1, 1995.

America was built by the hard work and
commitment of settlers who brought with them
a rich and varied heritage. Polka flourished in
Michigan largely due to the devotion of those
who brought with them their families’ traditions
and customs, as well as their love of polka.
John and Lorraine are two of those special in-
dividuals who are proud to keep an honored
tradition alive.

John T. Hedrich of Chesaning, MI has been
playing the drums since the age of 5. His wife
Lorraine has been playing the accordion since
she was 11 years old. John and Lorraine first
met in 1962 when Lorraine played with John’s
Hot Shots at the Quaker Inn in Corruna. The
two were married in February of 1965. In 1973
they began playing together in a two-piece
band still known today as The J & L

Bluetones. Currently, John and Lorraine are
members of the Saginaw Musical Association
Local 57.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to John and Lorraine’s
efforts, we are all able to enjoy an old musical
tradition from many years ago. They were
honored at a reception in Owosso, MI be-
cause of their dedication and commitment to
spreading the polka tradition and helping oth-
ers enjoy this special music. I am confident
that the musical legacy of these outstanding
individuals will be remembered for decades to
come.
f

MEDICARE

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995
Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I am inserting

my Washington Report for Wednesday, Octo-
ber 18, 1995 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE GINGRICH MEDICARE

PLAN

Congress will consider soon proposals to
reform the Medicare system. Everybody
agrees that reducing the growth in Medicare
spending is essential to eliminating the fed-
eral budget deficit, but there is disagreement
over the level of cuts that should be made.

Is the Medicare system broke? Medicare
consists of a Part A program, which pays for
hospitalization of older Americans and is fi-
nanced through a payroll tax of 2.9% of
wages, half paid by employers and half by
employees; and a voluntary Part B program,
which covers doctor bills and outpatient ex-
penses and is financed by general tax reve-
nues and monthly premiums paid by bene-
ficiaries.

Part B is not in danger of bankruptcy be-
cause it is financed from general revenues.
The Part A trust fund, however, will not
have enough money to fully cover the bene-
fits required by law, according to the pro-
gram’s trustees. The Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), which oversees the fed-
eral budget, and the Medicare trustees say
that $90 billion in cutbacks are needed to en-
sure the future solvency of Part A over the
next 10 years. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice (CBO), the non-partisan budget arm of
Congress, estimates that around $150 billion
in cutbacks are needed for the next 10 years,
which is as far as CBO will measure it.

The trustees have issued similar findings
for almost every year since 1970, and Con-
gress and the President have always raised
taxes or adjusted benefits in plenty of time
to prevent bankruptcy. The real problem for
Medicare is long term. Its costs are growing
rapidly and soaking up a large share of the
federal budget. Significant structural
changes are necessary early in the next cen-
tury. To illustrate, there are almost 4 work-
ers paying taxes for each person covered by
Medicare today. The ratio will fall to 21⁄2
workers per beneficiary in 2025.

Why are costs increasing? The costs of
Medicare are increasing for two basic rea-
sons. First, the population is getting older
and living longer—which means more health
care problems, greater health care spending
and more demands on the Medicare system
as the number of beneficiaries climbs (there
are presently 37 million Medicare bene-
ficiaries). Second, health care costs are ris-
ing, driven largely by inflation and the ad-
vance of medical technology.

What is Speaker Gingrich’s plan? Speaker
Gingrich would cut $270 billion from pro-

jected Medicare spending over 7 years. He
would control costs by shifting beneficiaries
into private plans and Medical Savings Ac-
counts, holding down payments to doctors
and hospitals, and doubling premiums paid
by beneficiaries.

Does the plan cut Medicare benefits or just
slow the rate of growth in spending? The an-
swer is both. To provide the benefits required
under current law, the amount the govern-
ment spends for each Medicare beneficiary is
projected to rise from the current level of
$4,800 to $8,400 in 2002. Gingrich’s plan would
reduce the projected increase to $6,700 per
beneficiary. The increase, however, would be
inadequate to keep pace with inflation and
more expensive medical treatments. Con-
sequently, Medicare will buy fewer services
for each beneficiary.

Will Medical Savings Accounts (MSAs) and
managed care networks save money? Ging-
rich’s plan relies on MSAs and managed care
to save money. MSAs offer retirees the op-
tion to buy with government money a cata-
strophic policy to cover large medical bills
along with a tax-free savings account to pay
routine medical bills. The MSA in his plan
may include a $10,000 deductible. This option
appeals mostly to healthy retirees who ex-
pect small medical bills and therefore could
expect tax-free buildup of money in the
MSA. The sicker patients would remain in
Medicare, driving up costs.

Gingrich’s plan also seeks to generate sav-
ings by encouraging seniors to enroll in man-
aged care networks, such as health mainte-
nance organizations. The theory behind man-
aged care is that networks can offer more
comprehensive coverage than traditional fee-
for-service plans because they are better able
to hold down costs. Managed care may save
money (at least in the near term), but it also
entails less physician choice for bene-
ficiaries.

Does the plan add up? CBO has indicated
that Gingrich’s plan falls short of the pro-
jected savings of $270 billion. Gingrich pro-
poses a ‘‘fail-safe’’ to make up for any short-
fall by taking additional (but unspecified)
budget-cutting steps in the future, such as
further reducing payments to doctors and
hospitals.

Are there alternative plans? An alternate
House plan has been introduced which would
make $90 billion in cuts over seven years, the
amount recommended by Medicare trustees
to ensure Medicare’s solvency for 10 years.
The plan includes modest reductions in hos-
pital payments, limits on physician reim-
bursement, tough fraud and abuse preven-
tion, and a commission to address the long-
term solvency of Medicare. There would be
no increased costs to beneficiaries. A similar
plan has been introduced in the Senate.

What is my view: I believe that Medicare
must be cut and reformed, but changes have
to be made in such a way to protect the
lower income elderly and the disabled who
lack the means to buy their own health care.
The Gingrich plan extracts two to three
times what is necessary in order to help pay
for a huge tax cut, and does this too fast. We
need to ease up on Medicare and find savings
elsewhere.

Managed care should be an option, but we
do not want to shove beneficiaries into it if
they prefer to choose their own doctor. The
Gingrich plan will likely make physician
choice too expensive for beneficiaries, and
could push doctors into managed care ar-
rangements. We should also eliminate the
‘‘fail-safe’’ devices in the Speaker’s plan
which will bring about direct price controls.

Medicare is a vitally important program to
the American people and it must be pro-
tected. The congressional leadership and the
President must work together in a coopera-
tive spirit to ensure the program continues
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to be there when people need it. I think this
is what Americans want. Time is running out
for careful deliberation in 1995. We all want
affordable, high quality health care—goals
we must be careful not to undermine.

f

MEDICARE PRESERVATION ACT OF
1995

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 1995

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2425) to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act to pre-
serve and reform the Medicare Program,
with Mr. LINDER in the chair:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Chairman, I rise today in strong opposition
to the Medicare Preservation Act of 1995,
H.R. 2425.

The Republican leadership is constantly
saying ‘‘trust us’’ when it comes to deep cuts
in Medicare. Yet, the Republicans can’t even
keep their word about hearings, and we’re
supposed to trust them about what they have
in store for our doctors, our hospitals, and our
senior citizens.

Republicans are cutting Medicare to pay for
tax cuts for the rich and special interests.
They can call it whatever they like, but it’s still
a cut and it will be paid for by one of our most
vulnerable populations, seniors.

The bill makes the most sweeping changes
in the Medicare Program since its establish-
ment in 1965. For 30 years, Medicare has
helped to assure that older and disabled
Americans get the health care they need,
while lessening the burden on families who
might otherwise be responsible for paying the
medical bills of ailing parents and grand-
parents.

Under the Medicare Preservation Act of
1995, the elderly will be forced to make
choices between paying for health care and
paying their heating bills. Hospitals, dependent
on Medicare revenue will be forced to signifi-
cantly cut back service or close altogether,
leaving countless rural residents miles from
health care facilities. Community economies
will falter as hospitals close, laying off workers
and making it more difficult to attract new eco-
nomic development.

Do I want to improve Medicare? Yes.
Should we continue to look for efficiencies in
this program? By all means. But not at the ex-
pense of unnecessary increased costs, fewer
benefits, loss of choices, and lower quality
medical care for our senior citizens and for
disabled people to whom we made the prom-
ise of Medicare 30 years ago.

f

TRIBUTE TO BILL MARX

HON. W.J. (BILLY) TAUZIN
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday
evening, October 26, 1995, the Council of In-
dustrial Boiler Owners [CIBO] will pay tribute
to its founder, Mr. William B. Marx, in honor of

his retirement. I would like to join his family,
many friends, and associates in honoring his
distinguished career and the many contribu-
tions he has made to the industrial community
and the energy industry of this great United
States of America.

Bill Marx was born in Easton, PA on De-
cember 20, 1923. He graduated with a bach-
elor of arts degree from Lafayette College in
1948, including 3 years as a first lieutenant in
field artillery. He earned a masters degree
from the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy
in 1949, and began working for the CIA in the
Far East and other locations. After marrying
his wife Marge 45 years ago, he returned to
the States where he raised three bright and
independent daughters. His career in the en-
ergy industry included TransAmerica, Babcock
& Wilcox, and executive director of the Amer-
ican Boiler Manufacturers Association, finally
founding the Council of Industrial Boiler Own-
ers. In 1986 Bill was named ‘‘Coal Man of the
Year’’ by the Washington Coal Council.

In 1978 Bill saw the need for a voice to rep-
resent the highly diverse industrial energy user
community to bring the facts of the industrial
situation, the production base of the United
States, to Washington to ensure the develop-
ment of technically sound, rational and cost-ef-
fective energy and environmental legislation
and regulations. Bill, through his leadership,
initiative, foresight, and perseverance in unify-
ing this group, brought reality to the public pol-
icy debates on these issues; and, was instru-
mental in achieving the dual objective of main-
taining a strong industrial energy base and si-
multaneously improving the environment.

The task that Bill successfully accomplished
was extremely important to the long-term eco-
nomic health of the industrial energy commu-
nity, and it helped improve the Nation’s envi-
ronment. His accomplishments are numerous
and will benefit the United States in ways yet
to be seen in the many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and my col-
leagues as we recognize, with honor and re-
spect, Mr. Marx’s contributions as he retires to
enjoy the benefits of this great country he has
helped promote and preserve.
f

TRIBUTE TO MARY KAY
LOUCHART

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995
Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Mary Kay Louchart, a dedicated
social worker who was honored for her gener-
ous service to the community on October 6 at
the 1995 St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood
Center’s dinner dance, in the South Bronx.

Ms. Louchart is one of eight individuals who
were recognized for their remarkable success
in helping rehabilitate individuals who had
been struggling with substance abuse. The re-
habilitation program is being implemented at
St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center.

Born and raised in Michigan, Ms. Louchart
devoted 10 years to helping Mexican migrants
through the Saginaw Catholic Diocese Com-
mittee, and another 10 years assisting the el-
derly with the Saginaw County Commission on
Aging.

In 1981 she came to the South Bronx to
work with the Grail Team, with whom she re-

modeled burned out apartments at 383 St.
Ann’s Avenue and led the community to cre-
ate the original park and garden. The St.
Ann’s residence currently houses women and
men recovering from drugs and alcohol.

Ms. Louchart is a U.S. delegate to the Grail
International Council and serves on the U.S.
International Team. She earned a master de-
gree in adult education and an APD in reli-
gious studies.

One of her most significant achievements
has been through her work at the Bronx Grail
Women’s Group helping to empower them and
to improve their self esteem.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Louchart’s efforts in the
community should not pass unnoticed, there-
fore, I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing her today on this special occasion.

f

POLICE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE
LINE OF DUTY

HON. JIM RAMSTAD
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, a few months
ago I delivered a statement on the occasion of
National Peace Officers Memorial Day, a day
dedicated to the thousands of peace officers
who have given their lives to protect their
communities.

I listed the names of 17 Twin Cities’ area
police officers who were killed by a gunman’s
bullet since 1970. These names are inscribed
on the walls of the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial, located just a few blocks
from the Capitol.

Two other brave Twin Cities officers—John
J. O’Brien and John Harold Larson—are also
immortalized on the memorial’s walls. These
two men also sacrificed their lives serving their
communities.

Officer John Larson died tragically on Au-
gust 10, 1974, in a collision with a fire vehicle
responding to the same emergency to which
he had been called.

On April 16, 1981, Officer John O’Brien was
killed in an auto accident resulting from a
high-speed chase. John’s older brother Frank
and younger brother Michael are still serving
on the St. Paul police force.

These two men epitomize the finest qualities
of our brave men and women in law enforce-
ment—dedicated to serving their communities
and selfless in their sense of duty, putting their
lives on the line daily for people they may
never know and people who may never be
able to think them.

Their ultimate sacrifice will live on forever,
not only on the walls of the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial, but also in the
hearts of the people they served and the offi-
cers who served with them.

On behalf of a grateful State and a grateful
Nation, I salute these two brave men and the
thousands like them who lay down their lives
every day so our streets can be safer and our
children have a secure place to grow up.
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COALITION BUDGET

RECONCILIATION SUBSTITUTE

HON. BILL ORTON
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. ORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am submitting
for the RECORD an amendment in the nature
of a substitute to H.R. 2491, The Seven Year
Balanced Budget Reconciliation Act. This
amendment reflects the changes to amend-
ment No. 7 which I submitted on Friday. The
changes that we have made to our alternative
are technical changes that we have made as
the Congressional Budget Office has reviewed
our language. As a minority within the minority
party, we have been at the back of the line in
having our substitute scored by CBO. CBO
provided us with preliminary estimates on
Monday and has continued to supply us with
additional scoring throughout the week. We
did not receive final scoring of some of the
items until a few hours ago. This delay in hav-
ing our substitute scored has prevented us
from submitting our amendment earlier, be-
cause we are committed to ensuring that our
substitute will balance the budget by 2002.

Most of the changes in this amendment are
minor changes in the drafting of individual pro-
visions that were necessary to clarify out in-
tent for CBO. Other minor changes in the
amendment were necessary to achieve the
savings that we anticipated in certain areas.
The changes in the amendment I am submit-
ting today are as follows:

MEDICARE

Based on CBO scoring and interpretation of
our Medicare proposal, we had to make sev-
eral changes in order to achieve the objectives
we had set out in our plan:

The capitated payments to Medicare Choice
plans was reduced to 6 percent in 1996
through 1998 and to 5.5 percent in 1999 and
thereafter. Payments in areas with reimburse-
ments between 85 percent and 100 percent of
the national average would be set at 160 per-
cent of the national average. Payments in
areas with reimbursements above 120 percent
of the national average would be set at 35
percent of the national average;

The freeze on clinical labs and durable
medical equipment was extended from 4 years
to 7 years;

The medical economic index floor on pay-
ments to physicians was reduced to 91 per-
cent in order to achieve the level of saving
from physicians we had anticipated; and

We corrected drafting errors to clarify that
PPS hospitals were included in the 1-year up-
date freeze and that the 10-percent reduction
in capital payments is extended for 7 years. In
addition, we corrected effective dates for sev-
eral provisions.

MEDICAID

Because CBO scored the per capita limits
on Medicaid significantly differently than it had
scored similar proposals earlier this year, we
had to reduce the per-capita growth rate on
Medicaid to CPI minus 0.5 percent in 1996
through 1998 and CPI minus 0.3 percent in
1999 and thereafter; and

In order to have the savings from targeting
the Disproportionate Share Payments to hos-
pitals with low-income utilization of more than
25 percent scored by CBO we had to write in

National DSH limits of $6.5 billion in 1997 and
1998, $5.5 billion in 1999 and 2000 and $5 bil-
lion thereafter. These lower national limits are
consistent with the savings that will result from
targeting DSH payments.

WELFARE REFORM

After reviewing the work provisions and
other welfare reform provisions that were in
the Deal welfare reform substitute, CBO con-
cluded that the welfare reform provisions
would achieve greater savings than it had esti-
mated when the Deal substitute was consid-
ered in March. As a result, we have made
changes to the welfare reform provisions to re-
main consistent:

Section 9806, ‘‘Narrowing of SSI Eligibility
on the Basis of Mental Impairments’’ was
dropped; and

The participation rates in the Work First pro-
gram were increased by 4 percent a year in
each year from 1997 through 2001. The new
participation rates are 20 percent in 1997, 24
percent in 1998, 28 percent in 1999, 32 per-
cent in 2000 and 36 percent in 2001.

DISCRETIONARY SPENDING LIMITS

The discretionary spending limits were ad-
justed slightly in each year. The new outlay
caps are as follows: $536.6 billion in 1996,
$530.2 billion in 1997, $526.1 billion in 1998,
$524.2 billion in 1999, $523.3 billion in 2000,
$529.5 billion in 2001, and $529.5 billion in
2002.

DEFICIT TARGETS

After receiving final estimates from CBO, we
adjusted the deficit targets to reflect the deficit
reduction glide path that we anticipate will re-
sult from this bill. The deficit targets are as fol-
lows: $179.2 billion in 1996, $160.4 billion in
1997, $132.5 billion in 1998, $111 billion in
1999, $85.3 billion in 2000, and $41 billion in
2001.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to
review this amendment carefully and join me
in voting for ‘‘The Common Sense Balanced
Budget Reconciliation Act’’ tomorrow.

f

EAGLE SCOUT HONORED

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to bring to the attention of my
colleagues an outstanding young individual
from the Third Congressional District of Illinois
who has completed a major goal in the Scout-
ing career. Joseph Michael Bulvan, a young
man from Boy Scout Troop 475, Saint Daniel
the Prophet Parish, Chicago, IL, will be hon-
ored at an Eagle Scout court of honor.

It is important to note that less than 2 per-
cent of all young men in America attain the
rank of Eagle Scout. This high honor can only
be earned by those Scouts demonstrating ex-
traordinary leadership abilities.

Joe has been actively involved in Scouting
since September 1985 when he joined Cub
Scout Pack 3475. There his enthusiasm and
eagerness earned him consecutive years of
perfect attendance and Scout of the Year
awards. The Parvuli Dei Award, the Christian
religious award meaning Family of God, was
presented to Joe on behalf of his religious be-
liefs and practices. Joe also earned the Cub

Scout World Conservation Award and reached
the highest Cut Scout rank, the Arrow of Light.

Joe began his trail to Eagle Scout in Sep-
tember 1988 when he joined Boy Scout Troop
475. Since that time, he has earned 30
badges, 9 more than were required of him.
Joe displayed leadership abilities by serving
his troop as den chief, quartermaster, histo-
rian, instructor, patrol leader, and senior patrol
leader. The Ad Alteri Dei award was pre-
sented to Joe for his continued Christian be-
liefs and knowledge of the sacraments. His
duty to country was displayed various times
when Joe marched in the annual Memorial
Day parades paying tribute to our veterans.
He also helped organize a collection of basic
necessities and support letters for the troops
in Desert Storm. He volunteered his help to
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, handi-
capped functions, and visited nursing homes.
Joe was in charge of a clothing drive to bene-
fit the Saint Vincent DePaul Society and the
homeless.

Joe put his camping and scouting skills to
use on numerous weekend campouts and his
five summer camp excursions to Owasippe
Boy Scout Camp in Whitehall, MI. He also had
the opportunity to be part of the 1993 National
Jamboree held at Fort A.P. Hill, VA. Joe again
earned the World Conservation Award, this
time at the Boy Scout level. His fellow scouts
honored him by electing him into the Order of
the Arrow, a brotherhood of fellow campers.

In light of the commendable leadership and
courageous activities performed by this fine
young man, I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Joseph Michael Bulvan for attaining
the highest honor in Scouting—the rank of
Eagle. Let us wish him the very best in all of
his future endeavors.

f

TRIBUTE TO RON NOWACZYK

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Ron Nowaczyk as he is recognized for
his vast contribution to polka and the State of
Michigan. Ron Nowaczyk was inducted into
the State of Michigan Polka Music Hall of
Fame on Sunday, October 1, 1995.

America was built by the hard work and
commitment of settlers who brought with them
a rich and varied heritage. Polka flourished in
Michigan largely due to the devotion of those
who brought with them their families’ traditions
and customs, as well as their love of polka.
Ron is one of those special individuals who is
proud to keep an honored tradition alive.

Ron Nowaczyk of Saginaw, MI started his
musical career as a drummer for a band he
and his friends called the Melody Boys. Over
the past 40 years, Ron has been privileged to
play the drums for several bands including the
Jimmy Chronowski Band, John’s Polka Band,
and the Andy Nester Band. He even recorded
two albums with the John Lipinski Orchestra.
He was awarded the European American
Music Award from radio station WOAP in
1994, and currently volunteers and serves as
a radio personality on WKNX in Frankenmuth,
MI.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to Ron’s efforts, we are
all able to enjoy an old musical tradition from
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many years ago. He was honored at a recep-
tion in Owosso, MI because of his dedication
and commitment to spreading the polka tradi-
tion and helping others enjoy this special
music. I am confident that the musical legacy
of this outstanding individual will be remem-
bered for decades to come.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on October 24, I was absent due to a fam-
ily medical emergency and thus missed roll
no. 733, the vote on the Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Safety and Economic Relief Act of 1995
and roll no. 734, the vote on the Jerusalem
Embassy Act of 1995. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on both of these
measures.
f

TRIBUTE TO STEFAN R. ZUCKER

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Stefan R. Zucker, who was honored
for his service in aiding individuals to recover
from their substance abuse problems on Octo-
ber 6, at the 1995 St. Benedict the Moor
Neighborhood Center’s dinner dance, in the
South Bronx.

Mr. Zucker is one of eight individuals who
were recognized for their remarkable success
in helping rehabilitate individuals who had
been struggling with substance abuse. The re-
habilitation program is being carried out at St.
Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center.

Born in Germany in a U.N. refugee relief
camp, young Stefan Zucker came to the Unit-
ed States in 1949 at the age of 3. He grad-
uated from Muhlenberg College and obtained
a master’s degree in anthropology from Hunter
College.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Zucker’s achievements in
the community are in addition to his important
work as a teacher. He has dedicated 20 years
to teaching students at the elementary school
level and served as a coordinator of the com-
munity school program at Public School 30. In
1992, he received the Samuels Award for Ex-
cellence in Teaching from the Fund For New
York City Public Education.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Zucker, an individual who has
made the United States his home and who
through his tireless efforts has contributed
greatly to our community.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE
CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY ACT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, it is now crys-
tal clear: When it comes to cutting corporate

welfare the Republican majority in charge of
the 104th Congress does not get it. They are
determined to balance the Federal budget dur-
ing the next 7 years on the backs of the most
vulnerable Americans—our Nations’ sick, el-
derly, and children.

Corporate welfare programs in the Federal
budget add as much as $125 billion to the
Federal deficit every year.

But Speaker GINGRICH and the Republican
budget that will probably be approved by the
Republican majorities in the House and Sen-
ate cut virtually nothing from corporate welfare
over the next 7 years. Instead, they prefer to
slash Federal funding for programs for millions
of Americans who are struggling to provide for
themselves and their families and for some
measure of economic security.

Like many Americans, the members of the
Progress Caucus ask this fundamental ques-
tion: Why won’t the Republican majority cut
the immense corporate welfare benefits pro-
vided every year by the Federal Government
to very profitable corporations and wealthy
Americans as an essential component of any
fair plan to balance the Federal budget during
the next 7 years?

This is very unfair. There is a better way.
That is why today several members of the 49-
member Progressive Caucus and myself intro-
duced legislation to cut $800 billion in cor-
porate welfare over the next 7 years. We call
our legislation the Corporate Responsibility Act
and it represents one of the foundations of the
11-part Progressive Caucus alternative to the
Contract With America and the rest of the
GOP agenda in the 104th Congress.

We have identified dozens of tax breaks,
subsidies and other Federal benefits for cor-
porations and upper income taxpayers which
should be considered for cutting or elimination.
These cuts would save $570.8 billion over a 5-
year period according to estimates by re-
spected economists such as the Congres-
sional Budget Office and the Joint Tax Com-
mittee of the Congress.

Some of these programs are outright sub-
sidies, such as for Export-Import Bank loans.
Others are indirect subsidies through charging
less than market rates—or nothing at all—for
goods and services sold to corporations—for
example uranium enrichment, irrigation water,
use of public land for grazing. Still others are
indirect subsidies through Government pur-
chases for unnecessary programs, such as
the strategic petroleum reserve or the space
station.

Tax expenditures are special provisions of
the Tax Code which reduce rates, increase
deductions, provide advantageous deprecia-
tion, or otherwise reduce the taxes corpora-
tions and wealthy individuals pay.

A number of reports have been issued on
the subject of corporate welfare in recent
months, and we have used data from all of
them. However, every selection of programs
that can be cut involves choices, and the prin-
ciples that guided our selection should be
made clear. In general, we have chosen to
favor: Family farms over agribusiness; small
businesses over multinational corporations;
domestic investment and job creation as op-
posed to offshore production; consumer health
and safety over short-term profitability; and
sustainable economic development over envi-
ronmental exploitation.

We have emphasized supporting the needs
of the average working people of America and

cutting programs in which taxpayers’ money is
used to help companies and wealthy individ-
uals who can, and should, be self-sufficient.

A summary of this 80-page bill is available
through my office. In it, the corporate welfare
programs are grouped by the industries which
benefit from them and are listed with esti-
mates of their cost over a 5-year budget pe-
riod based on the sources cited at the end of
the summary. Projections were then estimated
for an additional 2-year period to have some
rough frame of reference for different ap-
proaches to balancing the Federal budget over
the next 7 years.

f

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CREDIT UNION SHARE INSUR-
ANCE FUND

HON. BRUCE F. VENTO
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize
the 25th anniversary of the Credit Union Share
Insurance Fund which was celebrated earlier
this month.

I would like to include for the RECORD a
message from President Clinton commemorat-
ing the 25th anniversary of the NCUSIF and
join him in congratulating credit unions for the
key role they play in so many communities
across the Nation.

I think it is especially important to recognize
the unique role that credit unions play now
that Republican proposals are being pushed
that would force credit unions to pay for Fi-
nancing Corporation [FICO] bonds. The credit
union NCUSIF is a fund totally separate and
distinct from those at the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation that insure banks and
thrifts. In fact, the credit union movement re-
capitalized and stabilized the NCUSIF itself,
without any taxpayer or government support in
the late 1980’s. Charging credit unions for the
FICO bonds used to pay for the problems of
the thrift industry is not appropriate and could
be the first step toward loading down and hin-
dering credit unions. The next step could fold
the entire credit union movement under the
banks and thrifts deposit insurance fund rubric
and shift complete control to the Treasury,
Federal Reserve Board, and the FDIC.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, DC, October 11, 1995.

I am delighted to join in celebrating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of federal share in-
surance for America’s credit unions.

Credit unions play an integral part in the
development of our communities and in the
financial stability of millions of families.
Providing fair loans, sound fiscal advice, and
high quality consumer services to their
members, credit unions have earned the
trust of their shareholders and the respect of
financial institutions throughout our nation.

The creation of share insurance for credit
unions has played a vital role in this success
story, helping to guarantee continued stabil-
ity in the industry and peace of mind for the
millions of Americans who rely on these
unique financial institutions every day. I
commend the members of the NCUA and all
who have helped to make this legislation so
effective over the past quarter-century. All
of you can be proud of your commitment to
the ongoing growth and prosperity of our na-
tion.
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Best wishes for a wonderful celebration

and every continued success.
BILL CLINTON.

f

EXTRAORDINARY COMMUNITY
ACTIVISM

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of an extraordinary story of community
activism in Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn, a
neighborhood guided by the strength of its
parish. Local neighborhood bartender, Jimmy
Houlihan, in a casual conversation with Rev.
Dennis Farrell of Holy Name Church, learned
of the ailing physical condition of the church’s
grade school. Anyone from Windsor Terrace
knows that Farrell’s Saloon, the bar where
‘‘Houlie’’ works, is also a solid neighborhood
landmark well known for its involvement in
community events.

As one who understands the importance of
helping his fellow neighbors, Houlie imme-
diately began soliciting others to paint the
schools’ 33 classrooms. He called upon Char-
lie Kawas, a firefighter for the New York Fire
Department and a graduate of Holy Name
School, to gather support among his friends
and neighbors for this altruistic undertaking.
Since almost everyone in the community had
either gone to Holy Name or had children who
currently attended, it was not long before their
volunteer list reached 300 enlistees.

Through the efforts of Kawas, the entire
community of Windsor Terrace became ac-
tively involved in the preparation and planning
of this painting project. Local merchants also
devoted resources to the painting crew, pro-
viding coffee, bagels, food, and beer. Farrell’s
donated money for the party afterward and the
parish donated the paint.

The people of Windsor Terrace prove once
again that community activism still exists in
America. Men and women gave up a day off,
donated money and resources and joined
hands with their fellow parishioners to improve
the appearance of their local school. This
overwhelming tale serves as an inspiration to
every community in every city in America. I
commend these courageous and thoughtful
citizens for exhibiting the true spirit of commu-
nity and public service.

f

TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL BRAEN

HON. WILLIAM J. MARTINI
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a very special resident of the Eighth
Congressional District. Tonight in my congres-
sional district there will be a ceremony honor-
ing Mr. Samuel Braen, the 1995 Man of the
Year for the Boys and Girls Club of Paterson.
Mr. Braen was selected for this honor in rec-
ognition of his long history of involvement in
civic and business interests throughout north-
ern New Jersey and particularly for his philan-
thropic activities especially those focusing on
youth. Mr. Braen joins a select group of 29

distinguished men and women who have
helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars
for the Boys and Girls Clubs in Paterson
through the annual man of the year honor.

Samuel Braen is the chairman/CEO of
Stone Industries, Inc., located in Haledon, NJ.
The company is in the crushed stone and ag-
gregate business. They are major suppliers of
stone, aggregate, and asphalt in the northern
New Jersey and southern New York area. Mr.
Braen represents the fourth generation of his
family in this industry.

Mr. Braen has lived in Wyckoff, NJ, all of his
life. He was educated in the local schools and
after graduation Ramapo High School he at-
tended Shelton College before his involvement
in the family business. He has many years ex-
perience in the road construction, aggregate
and road building industry. Many major high-
ways, bridges, schools, and hospitals were
built in Bergen and Passaic Counties by the
Braen family.

Mr. Braen is married to the former Janet
Knapp and they have six children and two
grandchildren. Sam spends most of his week-
ends involved with his children in sports activi-
ties such as football, basketball, tennis, and
golf.

Mr. Braen is very involved in many civic,
business, and trade organizations. Some of
these organizations include the board of trust-
ees of the Wyckoff Library, advisory board of
the Atlantic stewardship bank, the past presi-
dent of the Wyckoff Rotary Club, executive
board of the Passaic Valley Council of the Boy
Scouts, Society of the Valley Hospital, life
member of the Wyckoff Fire Department and
Exempt Association, the New Jersey Asphalt
Paving Association, and the board of trustees
of Steven’s Institute of Technology.

Mr. Speaker, I know you will join me in con-
gratulating Sam Braen for the contributions he
has made to his community.

f

TRIBUTE TO ROLAND JONATHAN
LEWIS

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Roland Jonathan Lewis, who was
honored for his outstanding contribution to the
community on October 6 at the 1995 St.
Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center’s
Dinner Dance, in the South Bronx.

Mr. Lewis is one of eight individuals who
were recognized for their remarkable success
in helping rehabilitate individuals who had
been struggling with substance abuse. The re-
habilitation program is being implemented at
St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center.

Mr. Lewis earned his bachelor of arts de-
gree from Columbia University, and both a
master’s in regional planning and a juris doc-
tor’s from Rutgers University.

Lewis is currently a partner at Dellapa &
Lewis where he had been successful in facili-
tating the development of affordable housing
projects. He is married to Faye Lewis and has
two children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleague to join me
in honoring Roland Lewis for the generous
service rendered for the benefit of our commu-
nity.

FUNDING FOR JUDICIAL GENDER,
RACIAL FAIRNESS TASK FORCES

HON. RICHARD A. GEPHARDT
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of funding for judicial gender and
racial fairness task forces.

The Violence Against Women Act of 1994
authorized research and education programs
to enhance judicial knowledge and awareness
of domestic violence and sexual assault. The
act authorized $700,000 for Federal court task
forces studying gender and racial bias in the
Federal judicial system. The Commerce, Jus-
tice, State, and judiciary appropriations bill as
passed by the House included the full
$700,000 authorized by VAWA; the Senate
version did not fund these important task
forces. I would like my colleagues on the con-
ference committee to stand firm for the House
position and also that you fully fund the
VAWA.

It is essential that funding for these impor-
tant task forces be retained. To date, at least
40 reports on gender bias and racial bias have
been issued by Federal and State task forces
on gender and racial fairness. Many of the im-
provements suggested by these reports have
been implemented.

Several years ago the court system in my
home State of Missouri conducted a gender
bias study which was received favorably by
the legal community and the State judiciary.
This study revealed that gender bias is a very
real problem in the courts. It identified several
key problems which ranged from the unequal
treatment of women and minority witnesses, to
statements of outright bias from judicial offi-
cers directed both to lawyers and to litigants.

To preserve the integrity of our judicial sys-
tem, it is essential that bias be identified and
eliminated. Gender and racial bias task forces
are part of a longstanding effort on the part of
Federal courts to look closely at their own per-
formance in an effort to improve the adminis-
tration of justice. Continued funding for these
task forces is essential if the judicial process
is to be fair to all, regardless of gender or
race.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to
support funding of these task forces for their
continued efforts to ensure that all persons are
treated equally in our Federal courts.

f

IN HONOR OF CHIEF DAVID G.
WALCHAK

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure today to rise to pay tribute to David
G. Walchak, Chief of Police for the city of
Concord, NH, as he becomes the 83d Presi-
dent of the International Association of Chiefs
of Police.

Chief Walchak has a long and distinguished
record of service as a law enforcement officer,
going back to his days as a patrolman for the
LaCrosse, WI, Police Department in the
1960’s. David Walchak also excelled in law
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enforcement positions in Minnesota and, for
many years, in Maine, where he served as the
director of the Maine Criminal Justice Acad-
emy and the law enforcement director of the
Maine Municipal Association.

For the past two decades, David Walchak
has served as the chief law enforcement offi-
cer for the city of Concord, NH, the capital of
our great State. He has earned the respect
and admiration of the citizens of Concord, the
city’s elected leaders, his police department,
and his colleagues from around New Hamp-
shire and around the country.

Chief Walchak has served as the First Vice-
President of the International Association of
Chiefs of Police and serves on numerous pro-
fessional and civic boards at the local, State,
and Federal levels. His long record of dedica-
tion to the field of law enforcement speaks vol-
umes about his character, his honor, and his
respect for the law.

I know that his family and friends are very,
very proud of his accomplishments, and I
know that he will do a fantastic job as Presi-
dent of the International Association of Chiefs
of Police.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Chief Walchak in his
new role representing law enforcement officers
from around the country and across the globe.

f

COMMENDS PRESIDENT CLINTON
FOR SUPPORTING ENDA

HON. SAM FARR
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend President Clinton for sup-
porting the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act [ENDA]. This act seeks to extend Federal
employment discrimination protections cur-
rently provided based on race, religion, gen-
der, national origin, age, and disability to in-
clude sexual orientation under title VII of the
Civil Rights Act. It does not create any special
rights for lesbians and gay men.

The bill prohibits employers from subjecting
an individual to different standards or treat-
ment because of that individual’s sexual ori-
entation. Hiring quotas are expressly prohib-
ited. ENDA applies to Federal, State and local
governments, including U.S. Congress. There
are certain exemptions to this legislation which
include small businesses, the Armed Forces,
and religious organizations.

ENDA ensures that all Americans will be
able to keep their jobs based on their perform-
ance and quality of work, regardless of sexual
orientation. The bill is designed to protect the
rights of all Americans to participate in the job
market without the fear of unfair discrimina-
tion. Professional skills and job performance
should be the sole factors by which employers
judge their employees.

I am pleased that the President decided to
endorse this very important piece of legisla-
tion. Currently, discrimination in employment
on the basis of sexual orientation is legal in 41
States. Forty-one States. It shocks me that
this blatant discrimination continues in our so-
ciety. Solid, upstanding citizens in all walks of
life—businessmen and women, doctors, law-
yers, teachers, artists, and others—are subject
to unfair treatment in the workplace simply be-

cause of their sexual orientations. The fact
that sexual orientation has nothing to do with
the quality of work product does not seem to
matter in the face of this most onerous dis-
crimination. Legislation such as ENDA is defi-
nitely needed. While the Federal Government
is still trying to pass this bill, many local juris-
dictions in my State of California have already
enacted antidiscrimination laws.

I am an original cosponsor of the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act. This bill is about
ending discrimination in the workplace. Every
American gay or not, deserves the right to
equal opportunity. Discrimination continues to
exist in our society and must be fought. We all
must be willing to create jobs for all people
who want to work and we must dedicate our-
selves to end the hate which continues to
plague our country.

f

RECOGNITION OF JUDE
HARRINGTON

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, far too often
the work of the men and women who are
charged with preserving our Nation’s natural
resources goes unnoticed. These individuals,
many of whom dedicate their lives toward
maintaining America’s treasures are rarely rec-
ognized for the importance of the service
which they provide.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
such an individual from my own congressional
district; Mr. Jude Harrington of Huntingdon,
PA. A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Harrington
began his career with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in 1980 as a student intern with the
Pittsburgh district. He received a bachelors
degree in parks and recreation from Slippery
Rock University in 1982. After graduating from
Slippery Rock, Jude has served the corps at
several different locations and in the process
has earned a solid reputation as a man of in-
tegrity and conviction.

Since 1992, Jude has served as the super-
visory ranger for Raystown Lake. His work at
the lake has enabled it to become one of the
largest tourist and recreation attractions in my
district. In fact, last year 1.3 million people
traveled to rural Pennsylvania to visit
Raystown Lake. Mr. Harrington’s primary re-
sponsibilities at Raystown are centered upon
the management of the lake’s natural re-
sources and recreation programs.

Recently, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
selected Jude Harrington as the National Re-
sources Management Employee of the Year.
The corps hand-picked Jude out of a field of
a possible 1,200 candidates from across the
Nation. They recognized what we in the Ninth
District have known for years, that Jude Har-
rington is the best of the best when it comes
to natural resources management. His work
on behalf of Raystown Lake is a testament to
both his love for the area and his commitment
to the preservation of natural resources. I will
close by thanking Jude Harrington for his serv-
ice to Raystown Lake and congratulating him
on being recognized for this honor which he
richly deserves.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL A.
BENJAMIN

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Michael A. Benjamin, an active com-
munity leader and a dear friend who was hon-
ored for his outstanding contribution to health
community issues on October 6 at the 1995
St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center’s
Dance Dinner, in the South Bronx.

Michael A. Benjamin is one of eight individ-
uals who were recognized for their remarkable
achievements in helping rehabilitate individ-
uals who had been struggling with substance
abuse problem. The rehabilitation program is
being implemented at St. Benedict the Moor
Neighborhood Center.

A Bronx resident, Mr. Benjamin started his
career as an alcoholism counselor. He served
in this capacity at various centers over a 7-
year period, including Hunts Point Multi Serv-
ice Corp., Prospect Hospital, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Health Center, and Our Lady of Mercy
Medical Center.

After his exemplary career as a counselor,
Michael worked as a special assistant to As-
semblyman Hector Diaz. I had the privilege of
bringing him on board in this same capacity
while I was serving the N.Y. Assembly, just
before I was elected to Congress.

Michael presently serves as parliamentarian
of the executive committee of the Bronx
Democratic County Committee and is a mem-
ber of the community advisory board of the
Morrisania Diagnostic and Treatment Center.
He also served as chairman of the Youth
Services Planning Committee and has sat on
various committees and boards, including the
South Bronx People For Change Anti-Drug
Committee, the New York Lung Association
Minority Task Force, and the Community Advi-
sory Board at the Bronx Alcohol Treatment.
He earned a bachelor of arts degree in politi-
cal science at Syracuse University and has
done graduate work at State University of New
York.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Michael Benjamin for his success
and lifelong commitment to community health
issues.

f

PROVIDING RELIEF FOR AKZO
NOBEL CHEMICALS

HON. CARDISS COLLINS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing legislation on behalf of a
company in my congressional district, Akzo
Nobel Chemicals of Chicago, that seeks to
provide Federal relief to them for their past
overpayments of U.S. Customs import duties.

In 1992, the Federal Government mistakenly
collected excess import duties and Akzo Nobel
has now exhausted all administrative remedies
to recover money that rightfully is theirs. The
U.S. Customs Service seems to agree with
Akzo that the imported goods in question
should have carried with them a lower duty
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rate, but at this point in time Customs’ hands
are tied, so to speak, in that the Service can-
not refund the overpayments absent legislation
requiring them to do so.

Therefore, the bill I am introducing today
provides for the reliquidation of relevant cus-
toms entries, which would ensure that Akzo
Nobel will have paid only the duties required
by law and will receive compensation only for
the excess import duties mistakenly charged
them.

Last year the House Ways and Means
Committee agreed to incorporate the language
of my bill as an amendment to the GATT im-
plementing legislation. Unfortunately, this lan-
guage, along with other similar provisions,
were not retained in the conference agree-
ment.

I want to strongly emphasize that this legis-
lation is not a ‘‘gimme.’’ This bill is intended to
right a wrong done to my constituent: It is in-
tended to refund excess import duties that
Akzo Nobel paid due to a series of other peo-
ple’s errors, including errors by the U.S. Gov-
ernment.

I am hopeful that my bill will move swiftly
through the legislative process and finally rec-
tify an unfortunate situation. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this important
and fair initiative.

f

CANCER-RELATED INSURANCE RE-
FORM—COVERAGE OF CLINICAL
TRIALS

HON. RONALD D. COLEMAN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, clinical trials
provide the best available treatment for many
patients with cancer, AIDS, and other life-
threatening diseases, for whom standard
therapies offer a limited chance for survival or
enhanced quality of life. This is particularly
true for children with cancer, over 60 to 70
percent are treated in clinical trials.

However, many health care insurers refuse
to reimburse patient care costs which result
from participating in clinical trials by claiming
such therapy is ‘‘investigational’’ or ‘‘experi-
mental.’’ When this happens, individuals can-
not receive what potentially may be the best
treatment for their condition unless they can
afford to pay significant out-of-pocket ex-
penses often running into thousands of dol-
lars. Unless these patient care costs are in-
cluded in a standard benefits package, it is
likely that the reformed system will evolve into
one of two tiers of care—potentially one in
which only the wealthy have access to the
best anticancer treatments.

Reimbursement denials impede the ability to
conduct effective and timely clinical research
by increasing administrative burdens on medi-
cal institutions and reducing the number of pa-
tients eligible to participate in trials. If reim-
bursement is not available, fewer hospitals will
be willing to participate in clinical research and
the opportunity to test new and effective treat-
ments will be lost. The data collected while
providing state-of-the-art care to patients in

clinical trial advance medical science and im-
prove our ability to provide cost-effective
therapies.

COVERAGE OF UNLABELED DRUG USES

Between one-half and three-fourths of all
anticancer therapy involves uses of drugs for
purposes other than those described in FDA-
approved labeling. Frequently insurers will
refuse to reimburse so-called ‘‘unlabeled’’
uses of approved anticancer drugs referring to
the treatment as ‘‘experimental’’ or ‘‘investiga-
tional’’.

This trend has been criticized by the FDA
as depriving the patients of the most effective
therapy as well as discouraging drug develop-
ment. The FDA has made it clear that the
drug’s label is in no way intended to regulate
or restrict the ability of practicing doctors to
use the drug for other purposes consistent
with their professional judgment. Additionally,
many of the unlabeled uses are for a com-
bination of drugs. The FDA does not routinely
approve combinations of drugs.

Any health care reform measure should in-
clude coverage of unlabeled drug uses in the
treatment of cancer and other life-threatening
diseases which has been referenced in the
medical compendia or other peer-reviewed lit-
erature.

ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED CARE

The rapid increase in the number of man-
aged care systems across the country has led
to growing concerns regarding the ability to
access specialized cancer care. For example,
often managed care plans do not include any
pediatric oncologist in their networks. If no
specialized care is available, the individual is
often penalized for going outside of the net-
work to find the proper care.

Managed care plans should contract with a
sufficient number of oncologists and special-
ized cancer centers or allow the members to
go outside of the network without penalization.

Managed care enrollees should have appro-
priate access to specialists providing cancer
screening and diagnosis, as well as treatment.
Timely screening and referral to specialized
care not only saves lives, but also contributes
to a more cost-effective and efficient health
care system.

f

HONOR LEON KLINGHOFFER’S
MEMORY

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago
this month the world changed forever for the
family of Leon Klinghoffer. A decade ago a
gang of coldblooded Palestinian terrorists bru-
tally shot Mr. Klinghoffer and threw his body
into the sea. Nothing can ever repair the mind-
less horror that act of terror visited upon the
innocent. Nothing can replace the love of a
husband and father.

Yet we can learn from this cowardly act of
terror and others like it. Indeed we must learn
from it if we are to survive as a free Nation in
a world stalked by the terrorist gun and bomb.

First, we must understand that terrorism has
gotten more dangerous to the United States
since Leon Klinghoffer’s murder. The bombing
of the World Trade Center shattered the last
hope that America would be spared the lash
of international terrorism. America is a target.
It will be hit again and again unless we act
strongly.

Second, terrorism is becoming more and
more lethal. The grotesque carnage of the
Oklahoma City bombing may be only the be-
ginning. Terrorists now have in their grasp
technology capable of creating horror unthink-
able 10 years ago. All Americans are at risk,
here and abroad.

I urge my colleagues: Do not forget Leon
Klinghoffer. Honor his memory by standing up
now for strong action against international and
domestic terrorism. Join me in seeking dis-
charge of the terrorism bill. Do it now.

f

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL THOMAS
DOYLE

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 25, 1995

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Michael Thomas Doyle, who was
honored, on October 6 at the 1995 St. Bene-
dict The Moor Neighborhood Center’s dinner
dance, for his leadership and guidance.

Mr. Doyle is one of eight individuals who
were recognized for their remarkable success
in helping rehabilitate individuals who had
been struggling with substance abuse. The re-
habilitation program is being implemented at
St. Benedict The Moor Neighborhood Center.

Born in Manhattan, raised in the South
Bronx and currently residing in the Bronx, Mr.
Doyle’s commitment to his community began
early. While attending DeWitt Clinton High
School in the late sixties, he volunteered his
time as a tutor at an after school program
sponsored by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in
the South Bronx. Later, as a full time sopho-
more at City College of New York, he became
the director of that program, working with trou-
bled youths and youthful offenders. Mr. Doyle
did not stop there; as part of his college stud-
ies, he became a student teacher at St. Pe-
ter’s School and Brandeis High School.

Upon graduation from City College in 1974
with a B.A. in English, Mr. Doyle worked in the
New York State Office of Drug Abuse Serv-
ices. He served as a drug treatment assistant
at a residential center specializing in the treat-
ment and detoxification of adult men.

Mr. Doyle’s commitment to our community is
demonstrated by these and many more ac-
complishments within his illustrious communal
services career. His appointment as the area
director of The Bronx Operations in 1995 is
further evidence. He is now responsible for
6,900 occupied units of In-Rem housing for
the city of New York.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Michael Thomas Doyle for his
endeavors in an area that provides an invalu-
able service to our community.
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